THE GRAND ALLIANCE
flung them to the country wrongfully within a year of their
return at a time when they were giving him loyal and resolute
support. He had played a party trick upon them, and the
trick had failed. They never forgave him; they longed for
his death. Nevertheless they joined with the Whigs in
supporting his war.
The turn of affairs had brought about a sensible change in
Marlborough's political position.   In spite of Godolphin's
demand to resign, the Tory Ministry had been kept by
the King till he could see the election results-   From his point
of view this half-measure was a mistake, for the party in power
had great influence upon the poll.   After the results were
known, the King felt himself strong enough to get rid of the
Tories,   He sent Rochester packing and released Godolphin.
Marlborough's case was that of a man all of whose colleagues
have been dismissed, but who has himself become detached
from their fortunes by the importance of a foreign mission for
which all parties judge him supremely fitted.    Moreover,
although he had worked consistently in the Tory interest and
kept all his labels unchanged, he had become in fact the main-
spring of the Whig policy in Europe.    Thus both parties
looked to him with regard and recognized, however grudg-
ingly, that he was above their warfare.    This was not the
result of calculation on his part, for the happenings had been
often contrary to his wishes and almost entirely beyond his
control.   Events had detached him from his party and left
him, without partisan reproach, independent on the hub of
affairs.   Henceforward he ceased gradually to be a party man,
though still of Tory hue.    We shall see him try long and
hard to keep this neutral footing until he is driven through
coalition to the Whigs and finally destroyed by the revenge-
ful Tories.
Meanwhile he walked delicately. Davenant, hitherto a
pro-French Tory pamphleteer, had turned with the tide, and
now urged men to lay aside their party feelings for the good
of the public and in face of the common enemy. Before he
quitted The Hague Marlborough wrote to Brydges * praising
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